PODSwap

Podswap was created by CH_2005, and as its name implies, it facilitates changing or "swapping"

=

between multiple pod.ini files. The pod.ini file Pod dictates what tracks/trucks (.pods) are loaded
to the game. This utility incorporates multiple pod.ini's (track lists) into a single text file, then
mounts whichever one is selected. Functionally it's comparable to MTM Starter minus quite a few of
the bells & whistles. It's an excellent track list swapping utility that's easy to install, very simple to
use, and is quickly gaining popularity around the Zone.

A. Getting Started

e Download Podswap and extract it to your desktop. The program will find your MTM 2 directory
regardless of where it's placed on the computer, but for the purpose of this tutorial extract it to
your MTM 2 directory, then create a shortcut to it on your desktop. Now double-click on the icon to
open. Below is a picture of what you should see.
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® The following is a breakdown of each section and its function:
- Current List (1): Displays the list currently mounted to the game.



- Search (2): You can locate a
specific pod in any list by clicking
the search button. Type the pod
name (not case sensitive) in the
pop-up and click "OK".

- If Podswap locates the pod, it highlights

it as shown here.
If it fails to locate the pod file, it gives
"Not found" prompt.
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- "All Systems Go" Indicator (3): A green light
means your game hasn't exceeded the maximum
number of pods (99). If you inadvertently exceed

the maximum number of pods, it

- Find Missing Files (4):
This feature allows you
to verify the integrity of
your lists. You'll either
get a "No Missing Files"
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changes to red.
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or an itemized list of exactly
which pods are not available.
Bear in mind that if you add
tracks individually by typing
them in PODSwap, misspelling
a track name also yields a
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- Explore MTM (5): (Screen shot to right) The
Explore MTM 2 button is a direct link to your MTM
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2 directory. It's primary function is to allow the

user to add tracks to a list by dragging & dropping

them into the List Browser as an alternative to
typing.
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- List Browser (6): (Screen shot to left) This
area displays the selected list based on what's
available in the pull-down. This section is used
to make changes to specific lists by either typing
in the name of the pod or dragging & dropping it
into the open area. You can also drag and drop
entire pod.ini files into this area.

Always Mount (7) Just as the name implies,
this section is used for mounting specific
tracks/trucks which will be loaded to the game
regardless of what list is selected. This section is
ideal for utilities like Fixmore3a or merged truck
pods.

- Use This List (8) After selecting a desired list, pressing this button loads the tracks for that

list to the game.

- New (9) Used to create new lists.

- Rename (10) Used to rename lists.

- Delete (11) Used to delete lists.



B. Setting Up Track Lists Using Podswap

NOTE
Download Fixmore.3a & the track lists zips of your choosing (to include the corresponding pod.ini
files) to your desktop. Extract Fixmore3a and all track list zips to your MTM 2 directory. The

pod.ini zips will be handled one at a time.

e Using the pull-down in the List Browser area,
select the list named Imported Old POD.INI.
Click "Use this list". Now extract one of the
pod.ini files to your desktop, then drag and drop
it into the List Browser area. Click "Rename" and
create a new name for your list.

e Verify its integrity
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Missing Files" button.
If everything is intact,
the program will give

you a No files

missing pop-up.
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If not, a pop-up detailing exactly
which pod(s) were not found in

the directory will be displayed. “*-1)
Pop-ups of this kind can result
from typographical errors, but
more often than not the pod is
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actually missing from the game's
directory.

® To add additional lists, begin by clicking
"New". In the pull-down list box you'll see New
Copy of XXXX. Now extract the pod.ini for the
new list to your desktop, drag & drop it into the
List Browser area, then click "Rename", and
name it accordingly. Again, verify that the list
has no missing pods by clicking "Find Missing
Files". Repeat for all remaining track lists.

e After all lists have been installed, select one to
play, then click "Use This List", and you're ready
to go. You can leave the PodSwap window open
or close it.
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C. Command Line Swapping - Command line swapping allows you to swap lists with one (or
two) clicks of your mouse button. It's not necessary to enable this feature since PODSwap allows
you to effectively swap lists via its control panel, but if you're partial to hassle-free list swapping,

this is indeed the way to go!

® Make a new shortcut on your desktop using the one that's already there. Right-click on the icon
and rename the new shortcut to correspond to the list it's intended for (i.e. Adoob, APL, J-C, etc.)

e Now right-click on the newly named icon
and select Properties. In the "Target" box
you'll see a command line for that icon.

® Click your mouse once in the target box
area to clear the blue highlight. Now place
your cursor at the end the command line,
just to the right side of the quotation mark,
press the spacebar once, then type the
name of the track list you want the
command line to point to.

Example. (Screen shot to bottom right.)

General | Shertcut | Compatibility |

@ Shortcut bo PODSwap?
|A

Target type: Applicatian

Target location: Mongter Truck Madness 2

Target: ez Mongter Truck Madness 2APODS waps.exe

Start i "C:\Program FileshMicrosoft Games'\M.nnster Tru
Shortcut ke |Mone

Fur: M armal window b

Caomment:

Find Target... ] [ Change lcon... ] [ Advanced...

General | Shortcut Compatibility |

51 Shaortcut bo PODSwap?
[

Target type: Application

Target location: Monster Truck Madness 2

Target: [Monster Truck Madness 24P0DSwap2 exe" &PL

Start in: "C:'\F‘rngram Filez hicrozoft Games'\h’l.nnster Tru .
Shortcut key:  |Hone

Fiun: Marmal wirdo b

Conment:

Find Target... ] [ Change lcorn... ] [ Advanced. ..

ak. H Cancel H Apply




NOTE: The command line is case sensitive. Be sure to type the track list name exactly the way
you did in PODSwap when you were setting up the track lists. Example below
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® Repeat the aforementioned steps for the remaining track
lists. When done, place the icons in a location that allows for
quick, easy access, such as your quick-launch bar like screen
shot to right.
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Another method that works well is shown below.

For instructions on how to use toolbars and taskbars,
SLO_PaPa has easy-to-follow instructions on his site at
http://howeasyisthat.com/htmi/handy_toolbars.html/
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e When placed in the quick-launch bar, pressing a PODSwap icon once

Lisk Switched ko APL

with your mouse button gives you a List Switched to XXX. The pop-

up merely confirms what list you selected. The swapping action takes

| Ik | Cancel

place as soon as you press the icon, so you can click "OK", "Cancel", or

just leave the pop-up in place.

D. Adding/Deleting Individual Tracks/Trucks

® To add individual tracks or trucks to the game, open PODSwap, locate the list you want to edit,

then press "Use This List"

® Now move your cursor to the last track in that

list, press Enter on your keyboard to create
another line, then type in the name of the pod.
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If you want to add multiple tracks, simply press enter after you complete a pod name to create a
new line, then type in another pod name, repeating the process as many times as needed.

When done, press "Use This List".

Then press "Yes" to complete the step when prompted to

save or discard your changes. Close PODSwap.
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¢ Alternate method of adding individual tracks: after selecting the list you wish to edit and

pressing "Use This List", press the "Explore" button, which opens your MTM 2 directory. Now
locate the pod file you wish to add to the list, then drag and drop it in the List Browser area. When
done, press "Use This List", then press "Yes" to complete the step when prompted to save or

discard your changes. Close PODSwap.



® To remove individual tracks or trucks from the game, open PODSwap, locate the list you want to
edit, then press "Use This List".
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